
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             FEBRUARY 5, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME - FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 478 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I was socialized to not be selfish, to think of 
others first.  A consequence of this is that I have become 
disconnected from my own life.  It is difficult for me to know 
things like what I am feeling or thinking, or what I need and 
want.  It is not that I cannot know anything about these things, 
but that knowing about them is difficult and stressful.  There is 
always an internal argument, some sort of internal discussion, 
over whether I have a right to what I think or feel, or deserve 
what I want or need.  The paradox in the way I was raised is 
that it often makes me very self-centered, although not in a 
straight-forward way.  My thoughts and feelings, and getting 
what I want and need, creep into much of the way I interact 
with others, so that I often am domineering and heavy-handed 
in the way I relate.  Being this way also makes me very indirect, 
and therefore ineffective, in stating my position and securing 
what I seek.  If I were better connected to my own life, I think I 
would be more prudent: wise and careful in regard to my own 
interests and conduct; exercising good judgment and common 
sense. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 5:13-20 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 313 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 554 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for February 12, 2017 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 
I Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37. 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Copies of the Annual Reports are available on the table in the 
coffee room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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EPIPHANY 
 

…a sudden, intuitive perception of or 
insight into the reality of or essential 

meaning of something. 
 

…an intuitive grasp of reality through 
something usually simple and striking. 

 
…an illuminating discovery, realization 

or disclosure. 
 

…a moment when you suddenly feel 
that you understand or suddenly 

become conscious of something that is 
very important to you. 

 
…a sudden and striking realization. 
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Ordinary Time – 5th Sunday after Epiphany (Matthew 5:13-20) 
 John the Baptist and Jesus demonstrate two related yet 
different “minds” that appear in human life. Each mind can be 
thought of as a “stage” in the mental and emotional development 
which God promotes in us. 

The mind we see in John has the focus of our living correctly, 
and it understands the influence of God to be helping us do exactly 
that, in the sense of living in accordance with the standards with 
which we were raised. To this mind, God would be thought of as 
the encouragement to be and do what is right, as in “familiar, 
customary, normal, habitual, and expected.” 

The Mind we see in Jesus has the focus of our living consciously. 
This Mind introduces to us the idea that the influence of God is 
toward helping us understand and appreciate why and how our life 
is as it is, helping us think and feel our way into the reasons our life 
contains what it does. This Mind will help us sympathetically 
comprehend our life and gain a deeper knowledge of the factors 
that shape of our life. 

It is fairly easy to grasp which of these minds is in the foreground 
of our life at any particular time, by noticing what we are primarily 
interested in: whether something about us is right or wrong, or 
what it means or tells us about ourselves. If we are in the mind we 
see in John, we will notice things that come to our awareness and 
then assess and evaluate them in terms of whether or not they are 
appropriate. God will make us aware of our doing so, which creates 
the option of being interested in something else, like the meaning 
or importance of what is in our awareness. If this is our interest, it 
is possible to notice and explore things about us that are neither 
familiar nor expected, and in this way to have our experience of 
ourselves expand and be more inclusive. As the unfamiliar and 
unexpected are explored over time, our understanding of who we 
are becomes more real in the sense of less ideal and more 
immediate and actual. We realize that we have many feelings and 
thoughts that are not considered correct, and that we have them 
because there is more to us than the image we inherited regarding 
who we are. Such “realism” allows us to walk through our life in a 

more conscious and deliberate way than when we are mostly 
focused on being correct. 

In today’s text is a Greek word translated into English as “salt;” 
the word means “salt,” and is also a figure of speech meaning 
“prudence.” “Prudent” is a word which means “wise in handling 
practical matters; exercising good judgment or common sense; 
careful in regard to one’s own interests and conduct; circumspect.” 
When Jesus says “You are the salt of the earth…” he is referring to 
having “prudence” or being “prudent.” And, he is saying that we are 
prudent, not that we should be prudent. I understand this to mean: 
as we live from the Mind we see in Jesus and attend to the thoughts 
and feelings that come to our awareness, especially the ones that 
are not familiar and expected, we find that we become more 
realistic about the person we are, less idealistic in terms of who we 
want to be or believe we should be, and as a result we develop a 
clearer understanding of who we are, what we need, and what our 
capabilities are. This knowledge allows us to be prudent: to be wise 
in handling practical matters; it helps us exercise good judgment or 
common sense; it makes us careful in regard to our own interests 
and conduct; it makes us circumspect.” This is the opposite of being 
selfish or self-centered. We are prudent in the sense of being 
intelligent in how we use our time and energy and resources, being 
wise in terms of the expectations we have for ourselves, being 
realistic in terms of the goals we seek to reach, and being cautious 
in the sense of mind-full in terms of the risks we take. A prudent 
person lives as a person who realizes their value and importance, 
and does the best they can to live in a conscious way and participate 
actively in living the life they have. The implication in the text is that 
the world needs people who manifest and demonstrate prudent 
living, being connected to what is actual for them and taking what 
is actual into account in the way they live. 

Referring to the text: “…but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 
saltiness be restored?” The Greek word translated into English as 
“taste” in this question is a Greek word meaning “insipid,” a word 
which means “lacking flavor, zest, excitement, stimulation, or 
interest; dull; heedless.” When we are unable to live in this prudent 
way, we become insipid. That is, when we live disconnected from 



what is real, i.e. from what is actual for us, so that we cannot take 
into account what we are feeling and thinking below the surface of 
our life or behind the persona we present to the world, we lose the 
ability to be prudent and then become insipid. That is to say, we 
find ourselves acting unwisely in the practical details of our life, or 
not exercising good judgment or common sense or being careful in 
regard to our own interests and conduct. We might describe an 
insipid person as someone who lives on “automatic,” who is very 
focused on doing what is normal, or customary, or expected, and 
who therefore is absent from themselves, and as a result lacks “zest 
or excitement” about their life, or “interest” in their life. If this 
disconnection continues, it is possible to become “prudish,” a word 
which refers to someone who is “excessively concerned with being 
or appearing to be proper, modest or righteous.” God wants us to 
be prudent, which is something that comes to us through the 
connection to our actual life rather than through striving to be our 
ideal self. This is the opposite of the way Christianity is often 
understood, where the emphasis is on “right” behavior, “right” 
meaning proper. 

Demonstrating how life can be lived in this way is like shining 
light into the darkness, and is what Christ is referring to when he 
says “…let your light shine before others.” This has nothing to do 
with being talented. It has to do with manifesting this Mind that 
continuously discloses to us what is actual about us and puts it to 
use in choosing how to live. We are asked to demonstrate how to 
live by being connected to what is actual, so others can see what 
that is like, and live in that light. Doing so allows others to see the 
“good works” of disclosing us to ourselves which God is always 
doing in us. 
 If our prudence has become insipid, how can it become prudent 
again? We become insipid when we are not conscious that we have 
lived too focused on the correct, the normal, the familiar, and the 
expected [what would be “the law” in and for us]. The answer to 
the question is: we become prudent again by being made aware 
that we are insipid. We cannot become prudent by trying to not be 
insipid. The Mind we see in Jesus does not inhabit our life in order 
to abolish or annul what is habitual for us. This Mind inhabits our 

life to “fulfill” the correct, the normal, the familiar, and the expected 
[the Greek word translated as “fulfill” means “to stay around,” in 
the sense of having it be in our awareness]. God will make us aware 
of the pull to which we are always vulnerable, the pull to remain 
normal and comply with the correct, the familiar, and the expected. 
None of the correct, the normal, the familiar, and the expected will 
go away until “all is accomplished” [“accomplished” meaning “to 
cause to be, i.e. to become (come into being)”]. I believe that 
means—what is correct, normal, familiar, and expected will 
continue to pull at us and demand our attention until we become 
more familiar with and better acquainted with them. The idea here 
is not to get rid of them, but to form a relationship with them so 
that we are not dominated and driven by them, but are able to be 
prudent with them, to be thoughtful about them, and use common 
sense with regard to them. 

If we seek to “break” the hold which the correct, normal, 
familiar, and expected exerts on us, by ignoring that hold or 
annulling its claim on us, we will remain insipid, because we will be 
disconnected from what is actual for us, which is that we are held 
captive by this grip. We will be striving to reach an ideal, rather than 
attending to what is actual. If we teach and encourage others to 
break this same hold which has a grip on them, they will become or 
remain insipid for the same reasons. God restores our prudence by 
connecting us to what is actual for us, which is that we are insipid 
when we are insipid, something about which we can then be 
prudent. 

[Jim Robie, 2-3-17, Cycle A., Matthew 5:13-20] 

 


